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7.2 Adding and Subtracting Vectors

Triangle Method:  This is where the vectors are drawn tip to tail and the 
resultant is the hypotenuse.
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Parallelogram Method: This is where the vectors are drawn tail to tail and 
the resultant is the diagonal of the parallelogram
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Vector Addition

Suppose that you are riding on a train that is moving at 7 km/h [E] 
and you are walking at 4 km/h [E] towards the front of the train.  

7 km/h [E]

4 km/h [E]

Suppose you are on the same train and it is moving at 9 km/h 
[E] while you walk to the back of the train at 3 km/h [W].

9 km/h [E]

3 km/h [W]
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Adding Vectors in a Geometric Figure

Determine the vector sum of  
a) AH + HG

b) HB + BD

c) GF + BC

d) GF + CB

e) FD + DE


